Bunnies, Chocolate, and the Resurrection of Jesus
1 Corinthians 15:12-20, 55-57
(Grace — Easter, April 4, 2010)

l. Introduction

One lady wrote in to a question and answer forum. "Dear Sirs, Our preacher said on Easter, that
Jesus just swooned on the cross and that the disciples nursed Him back to health. What do you
think? Sincerely, Bewildered.

Dear Bewildered, Beat your preacher with a cat-of-nine-tails with 39 heavy strokes, nail him to a
cross; hang him in the sun for six hours; run a spear thru his side...put him in an airless tomb for 36
hours and see what happens. Sincerely, Charles.

Contributed by: A. Todd Coget
People have a lot of different ideas about Easter.

For businesses it is another opportunity to sell clade@nd Easter baskets. And believe me, it
is easier to sell things relating to bunnies than it is ltahsegs relating to death and
resurrection.

For many others it is another reason to get togetharfamily, have the little ones hunt for eggs
and share a meal together. While it is good that fagnileethis — Jesus is often absent from
these affairs.

Even for many Christians, like the preacher in the mid@ve, there is confusion over what
Easter is really all about — listen to this quote frofkijgédia: "SomeChristians believe that
Jesus was resurrected from the dead three days afteutiisxion. Many Christian
denominations celebrate this resurrection on EasteoD&gster Sunday.”
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter - April 1, 2009)

“Some” Christians? But what does Paul say to the Goans?

“For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has nohlvaised either. 14 And if

Christ was not raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your tr@bdl is useless...17 And

if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless, and yotilavmder condemnation for
your sins...20 Buhe fact is that Christ has been raised from the dead. He has become the first
of a great harvest of those who will be raised to life agajh.Cor 15:13-14,17,20, NLT)

The apostle Paul considered the resurrection of Jesesdi@act.
Now we may say as many others say, “How can we khat®?t It was so long ago. | think Jesus

was a good teacher or perhaps even some kind of a prbphétould never believe that he rose
up from the dead!”
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While there are numerous reasons to believe that tredysose from the dead, let me briefly
touch on just one.

One of the reasons | am convinced of the resurrectitraid do not think anyone in their right
mind would die for a condemned criminal.

| mean if Jesus simply taught some pretty cool stuffjribthe end was crucified after making all
sorts of claims concerning a coming kingdom that He woukirgeof — who would follow,
much less die for, a person like that?

Yet that is what all but one of the disciples did eytkacrificed their lives (literally) to proclaim
the message that Jesus Christ was not dead, but ald/&hat by believing in His life, death,
resurrection and message our sins would be forgiven ancowe wbtain eternal life!

And not only the twelve proclaimed this message, but lothk me at 1 Corinthians 15 where

Paul states' passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to
me — that Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said.wadduried, and he was

raised from the dead on the third day, as the Scriptures said. 5 Heeeady Peter and then by
the twelve apostles. 6 After that, he was seandrg than five hundred of his followers at one

time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died by rfeevses 3-6, NLT)

Are you going to tell me that 500 people agreed together tatypuelives to a lie? These 500
people claimed to see Jesus and a significant numbesrafilere put to death or severely
persecuted for their faith in the resurrected Christ.

If this was all a lie, don’t you think one of them wouldré@racked? That before they were
killed and they were given the opportunity to deny Jetsleaat one of them would have said,
“OK, | admit it it was all a hoax?”

But there is absolutely no evidence that any of thosealimed to see the resurrected Jesus
ever denied that what they claimed was absolutely true.

“...if Christ was not raised, then all our preaching is useless, andl frust in God is useless.”
Many have lived over the centuries that helamed to be sent from God, and there are a few
others that have founded major religious movements. Héue is only One that claimed to be
the Son of God, and this claim was verified by the éd¢dis resurrection.

This is why when it comes down to bunnies, chocolates earefurrection, I'll take the
resurrection.

I. What are the implications of the resurrection fou ymd me?

A. ltis the resurrection that has made etelif@possible.
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While there could be no resurrection without the deatblwist, and while it was absolutely
necessary for Christ to die on the cross so we cdorgeen of our sins — all of this would mean
nothing if He was not raised from the dead.

Now please hear me — we would not know what it means forfgiven if Jesus had not laid
down His life for us.

And it is true that we must take hold of Higath in our own lives. For what does the Bible
teach us?

“So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have notlurptwith sexual sin,
impurity, lust, and shameful desiregCol 3:5, NLT)

Paul acknowledges his need to lay down his selfish seteoed life in order that he might live
for God.

“I have been crucified with Christ. 20 | myself no longer live, ®ltist lives in me. So | live my
life in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved mgarelhimself for me.”
(Galatians 2:19-20, NLT)

And again:Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desiras of the
sinful nature to his cross and crucified them theigalatians 5:24, NLT)

But death is onlpalf the story. In fact, death is what leads us to therrestion.

In other words, we give up our selfish desires and our detation to go our own way in order
that we might receive life.

“Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also bedrasée was. 6 Our old
sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might tisspower in our lives. We are no
longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we werfeesefrom the power of sin. 8
And since we died with Christ, we know we will also share hidifeev@ We are sure of this
because Christ rose from the dead, and he will never die again. Deathger has any power
over him. 10 He died once to defeat sin, and now he lives for theajl@od. 11 So you should
consider yourselves dead to sin and able to live for the glory of liéodgh Christ Jesus.”
(Romans 6:5-11, NLT)

Do you realize what great news this is? If you put yaithfin Christ, you are given power to be
free from all that stuff that makes your life miserable god are given life. Not just a future
hope of eternal life, but you can experience the lf€hrist right nowtoday.

Let us not be so preoccupied with trying to stop all tliethangs we struggle with — in fact,
Scripture makes it clear that those who put their fruthristhave crucifiedhe sinful nature.

That work has been done — the call of God is to enteraternalife.
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“So | advise you to live according to your new life in the Holy Sgitien you won't be doing
what your sinful nature craves(Galatians 5:16-17, NLT)

B. If Jesus Christ was raised from the dead, then weaaesl ftoday with ghoice.
When Jesusame to us He lived His life, He taught the people and Henpeed many miracles.

His claims and teaching were so radical that He waseattto the religious leaders of His day
and they sought to put Him to death. Only to do so meanthhy had to have a trial.

But what did they find to accuse Him of? Nothing. He haddaoke anything wrong. They

brought in people to make up phony charges, but those didikt Bthally they convicted Him

on one count: claiming to be the Son of God. That'stte reason Jesus went to the cross. They
didn’t like that claim.

Everyone who has ever been presented with Jesus dadyainade some kind of decision about
who He is. You either believe He’s a liar, or youideg He’s a lunatic, or you believe He’s the
Lord. It can't just be: “I believe he was a good teac¢Hde couldn’t be just a good teacher,
because a good teacher would not say, “I'm God, and I'mitheway to heaven.” A good

person would not say that unless it was the truth.

[l. Conclusion

Jesus said] am the resurrection and the life.(John 11:25). He also saitl,came that you
may have life, and have it abundantlyJohn 10:10)

Do you believe this to be true? Are you then truly exgreing eterndife?
The message is clear: we too candsairrected. Christ shares his resurrection with us. He
rises, and so can we. We too can have new life. d&/edn make a new start. We too can rise

out of those tombs that try to imprison us!

The witnesses have once again been called upon. Wy@itriszerdict today? Is He who he says
He is?

Easter really boils down to only two issues.
One, is Jesus who He says he is? Is He God? OrasliHetic or a liar?

And two, if He is who He says He is, are you going éotsollowing what He says to do with
your life?

Today, you sit in judgment of Jesus Christ. Just ateRilsked, “What shall | do then with Jesus
who is called the Christ?” you also must decide whdtleewas who He said or not.

Are you willing to gamble your life that He was wrong?
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