The Benefits of the Cross
Hebrews 9:11-14

(Grace — April 25, 2010)
l. Introduction

Last week we continued our conversation about the er¥¢by did Jesus need to die?

We spoke about the problem we all have — we have sinned endatnle to reconcile ourselves
to God.

We touched on the pollution of sin, the power of sin,pdealty of sin, and the partition of sin.
In other words, sin has messed up the world and it hasthapsour lives.

But God'’s heart is not to leave us in trapped in the migksin, and He understood that no
matter how hard we might try we were going to contiryufall short.

Praise the Lord, He provided the solution through JesustGhHis death and resurrection!

“He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that wdeatead to sin and live
for what is right. By his wounds you are healefl"Peter 2:24, NLT)

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might &¢lcem
righteousness of God(2 Corinthians 5:21, NIV)

“Christ redeemed us from that self-defeating, cursed life by absoiboagnpletely into
himself.” (Galatians 3:13, The Message)

Today, | would like to look at four different images thapifully will help us understand the
benefits that came to us through the cross.

. The benefits of the Cross
1. The image of th&emple

This image may be the most difficult for us to relatehut it is critical to understand when we
think about the cross and the death of Jesus.

Leviticus 16 speaks of the annual Day of Atonement (Yom Kipihat was to be celebrated by
all Israel. On this day sacrifices were made thatesspited the cleansing of their sins and
reminded them of their covenant relationship with God.

Today, this Day of Atonement is considered the hotlestto Jews all over the world.

Listen to some selected verses from Leviticus 16:

“Aaron will present his own bull as a sin offering to purify himselél his family, making them
right with the Lord. Then he must take the two male goats and preserbtkigeriord at the

entrance of the Tabernacle...After he has slaughtered the bull as aesinghtt he must take
some of the blood of the bull, dip his finger in it, and sprinkle thereast side of the atonement

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com


http://www.docudesk.com

cover. He must sprinkle blood seven times with his finger in éfdhe atonement cover. 15
Then Aaron must slaughter the first goat as a sin offering for the peoplsaandts blood
behind the inner curtain. There he will sprinkle the goat's blood oveaattmement cover and in
front of it, just as he did with the bull's blood. 16 Through this protessll purify the Most
Holy Place, and he will do the same for the entire Tabernacle, beohtise defiling sin and
rebellion of the Israelite. 17 No one else is allowed insid& #i®ernacle when Aaron enters it
for the purification ceremony in the Most Holy Place. No one may ent# he comes out again
after purifying himself, his family, and all the congregation of Isna@aking them right with
theLord.” (See Leviticus 16:6-17, NLT)

[Describe what this must have looked like.]

The key is that the sacrifices were a constant réeniof their sin, but also that they were in
covenant relationship with God.

“In this way, the priest will make atonement for thanal they will be forgiven.” (Leviticus
4:31, NLT)

This all occurred in the Tabernacle (or Tent of Megtend then later in the Temple when it was
built under the reign of King Solomon.

This briefly summarizes what we call the Old TestanegrCovenant.

It is God providing a way for the people to have a senseiofy forgiven and providing hope
that they were in right relationship (covenant) withdGo

So now we come to Jesus.

“He [Jesus] came as High Priest of this better system tleahow have. He went into that
greater, perfect tabernacle in heaven, not made by men nor part ofathes %2 and once for
all took blood into that inner room, the Holy of Holies, and sprinkiexhithe mercy seat; but it
was not the blood of goats and calves. No, he took his own blood, andheitloyt himself,
made sure of our eternal salvation. 13 And if under the old system the bloots@nd goats
and the ashes of young cows could cleanse men's bodies from sin, 14 jusithmiich more
surely the blood of Christ will transform our lives and hear(¢iébrews 9:11-14, TLB)

Hallelujah, the pollution of sin is removed through thigffiple” sacrifice!

“Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of agmummguld cleanse
people's bodies from ceremonial impurity. 14 Just think how much heledod of Christ will
purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship the living God. For by the
power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as fegiesacrifice for our sins.”
(Hebrews 9:13-14, NLT)

And he does not need to do it over and over. Truly, finished!”
“Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sacritiegsafter day, first for his own

sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all wheffiehed himself.”
(Hebrews 7:27, NRSV)
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2. The image of thM arketplace

We “are justified/made right with Godfreely by his grace through the redemption that came by
Christ Jesus."(Romans 3:24, NIV)

Redeem: To recover ownership of by paying a specified sum.

Scripture says that without Christ, we were slavesutesm. It is like you are standing in the
slave marketplace waiting to be sold and Jesus approgmheluys you and then sets you free.

“For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver a t@t you were
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefa®éut with the
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defe(dt.Peter 1:18-19, NIV)

Show clip from “A Christmas Wish.”

With this redemption the power of sin is broken in yofierdnd you become the person God
created you to be!

3. The image of theaw Court

“Now God says he will accept and acquit us — declare us ‘not guilty'we trust Jesus Christ
to take away our sins. And we all can be saved in this same waymioygcto Christ, no matter
who we are or what we have been like. 23 Yes, all have sinned; ahdallof God's glorious
ideal; 24 yet now God declares us ‘not guilty’ of offending him ifrus in Jesus Christ, who in
his kindness freely takes away our sins. 25 For God sent Chsis$ de take the punishment for
our sins and to end all God's anger against us. He used Christ's blood and oasfdig means
of saving us from his wrath...But isn't this unfair for God to leticxats go free, and say that
they are innocent? No, for he does it on the basis of their trussus Jgho took away their
sins.” (Romans 3:21-26, TLB)

Show clip from “To End All Wars.” A true story abowtuir Allied POW’s who endure harsh
treatment from their Japanese captors during World Wahile being forced to build a railroad
through the Burmese jungle.

4, The image of thelome

“So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You arensiibeng with all of
God's holy people. You are members of God's family. 20 Together, his Amise, built on the
foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is f&susthimself.”
(Ephesians 2:19-20, NLT)

While our sin separated us from God, God destroyed thabfhsdparation through the death of
Jesus on the cross.

“This includes you who were once far away from God. You were hisesesaparated from
him by your evil thoughts and actions. 22 Yet now he has reconciled yoasglftthrough the
death of Christ in his physical body. As a result, he has brought you sntovhipresence, and
you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single {&dtdssians 1:21-22,
NLT)
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Reconcile: To reestablish a close relationship between.

“Yes, by God's grace, Jesus tasted death for everyone. 10 God, forandahrough whom
everything was made, chose to bring many children into glory. And it wasigimi that he
should make Jesus, through his suffering, a perfect leader, fit to hengihto their salvation.
11 So now Jesus and the ones he makes holy have the same Father. Tha¢ssisvisynot
ashamed to call them his brothers and siste(slébrews 2:9-12, NLT)

[l. Application

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to hiwayy and the Lord has
laid on him the iniquity of us all.{Isaiah 53:6, NIV)

God has done all this for you and me.

[Call to salvation and to a response as Christians]
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