What is His Name?
Exodus 3:9-15
(Grace — May 30, 2010)

l. Introduction

“Look! The cry of the people of Israel has reached me, and | haversav harshly the
Egyptians abuse them. 10 Now go, for | am sending you to Pharaoh. You musy leeople
Israel out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses protested to God, ‘Who am | to appkae ftharaoh? Who
am | to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?’ 12 God answered) hewvith you. And this is
your sign that | am the one who has sent you: When you have brought the peopteggpt,of
you will worship God at this very mountain.” 13 But Moses protesteldgd to the people of
Israel and tell them, 'The God of your ancestors has sent me tah@uwill ask me, 'What is
his name?' Then what should | tell them?’ 14 God replied to Moses, WAml Am. Say this to
the people of Israel: | Am has sent me to you.” 15 God also said ®sM8ay this to the people
of Israel: Yahweh, the God of your ancestors—the God of Abraham, thef Gadc, and the
God of Jacob—nhas sent me to ybhis is my eternal name, my name to remember for all
generations. (Exodus 3:9-15, NLT)

God has graciously chosen to reveal N@ne, which in turn reveals His character through His
acts and deeds to the world, in Scripture.

Through the ancient Hebrew Patriarchs, through the dedi@erance God brought about
through Moses, through the oracles and admonitions di¢heew prophets, and most
especially through the manifestation of His Messia$iigein all these ways God has revealed
His Name.

In fact, the Scriptures make it clear that the naméeshua (Jesus) is so vital to our correct
grasp of reality that without it we are literally {psince we are toltiThere is salvation in no
one else! God has given no otm@meunder heaven by which we must be savéacts 4:12,
NLT)

Psalms 148:13 say4,et them all praise the name of the Lord. For his name is vesgtghis
glory towers over the earth and heaveNLT)

In the Old Testament, a name was not only identibecatbut aridentity as well. Many times a
special meaning was attached to the name.

Names had, among other purposes, an explanatory purposexargsle, Nabal, whose name
means “fool,” is the target of Abigail's explanation tavidl: “For as his name is, so is he;
Nabal is his name, and folly is with hin{ISamuel 25:25)

Throughout Scripture Goeveals Himself to us through His names. When we study the names

that God has revealed to us in the Bible, we will bettelerstand who He really is. The
meanings of God’s names reveal the central personatiyature of the One who bears them.
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Look at how Jesus teaches us to pray. How does nDé@iur Father in heaven, hallowed be
yourname” (Matthew 6:9, NIV)

To hallow a thing is to make it holy or to set it apgarbe exalted as being worthy of absolute
devotion. To hallow the name of God is to regard Hitthwdmplete devotion and loving
admiration.

“May your glorious name be praised! May it be exalted above all blessingransk!”
(Nehemiah 9:5, NLT)

God's name is of the utmost importance; thereforewghtato hold it in high regard and
meditate on its significance in our minds and hearts.

The Scriptures are clear about tHis:everyone who calls on theameof the Lord will be
saved.”(Acts 2:21, NIV)

How can you call on His name if you do not know what It is not just the name — it is the
characteristic of God that is described by the name.

Do you know His name?

The name of the Lord doesn’t just speak about being dawvechell. He has revealed Himself
to us through many names.

Do you need deliverance from an iliness or disease? ddleon the name of YHVH (Adonai)
Rapha — the Lord who heals.

I'll explain this in more detail later, but the Jewsbstitute Yahweh with Adonai (my Lord), not
Jehovah, which is what you often hear.

Do you need deliverance from poverty? Then call om#me of Adonai Jireh — the Lord who
provides.

Do you need deliverance from your sin? Then call om#émee of Adonai Mekoddishkem — The
Lord who sanctifies you.

It is not that you need to remember the exact Hebrewupmation, but you do need to know
who He is!

Moses knew how important the name of God was. If &g going to go back to the Israelite
leaders and declare that he had seen God and this Godwgdaydeliver (save) them from the
bondage of Egypt, he needed to be able to explain whidh&avas talking about and what this
God could do.

Look at our passage agafBut Moses protested, ‘If | go to the people of Israel and telrthe
"The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,' they will askima, is his name?Then what
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should | tell them?’ 14 God replied to Moses, ‘I| Am Who | Am. lI8ayd the people of Israel: |
Am has sent me to you.” 15 ...This is my eternal name, my naemesimber for all
generations.”(Exodus 3:13-15, NLT)

It is this specific name that | want to look at todayt over future messages | want to look at a
number of God’s names and what they mean in our dayytdives.

I. The Sacred Name

In theTanakh(The Jewish Scriptures or what we call the Old Test&méhlVH (pronounced
by Christians Yahweh) is the personal name of God asanidst frequent designation,
occurring over 6,800 times.

This is the Indescribable Name or Unutterable Name o&ta of Israel.

Because it is composed from the four Hebrew letters ¥eg, Vav, and Hey, it is also referred
to as the “Tetragrammaton,” which simply means “the fetiers.”

When God commissioned Moses to be Israel's liberator fhe bondage of Pharaoh's Egypt,
Moses asked for God's Name in order to validate his Goahrgole to the children of Israel.
God simply answered Moses, “I| AM WHO | AM.”

This phrase derives from the first person form of tidhaayah “l will be,” and indicates a
connection between the Name YHVH and being itself.

YHVH is the Source of all being. He is the necessary Being. Everythingddsizes existence
from Him.

The name YHVH also reflects the utter transcendeh&od. This means that God is above and
independent of the material universe. God needs absohdatiing to exist. He is who He is.

We, on the other hand, could not exist without Him.

In Himself, God is ultimatelpeyond all descriptions or attributes of language. That whigh
been revealed to us is but a fraction of who He actislly

Listen to Ezekiel as He tries to describe the indedoiéb@od.

“Then there came a voice from above the expanse over their heads attheewith lowered
wings. 26 Above the expanse over their heads waslediad likea throne of sapphire, and
high above on the throne was a figlikee that of a man. 27 | saw that from whegppeared to be
his waist up héooked likeglowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from there dowrlduoked
like fire; and brilliant light surrounded him. 28 Like tlappearanceof a rainbow in the clouds
on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him. This waaghearance of the likeness the
glory of the Lord. When | saw it, | fell facedown, and | heard theevafione speaking.”
(Ezekiel 1:25-28, NIV)
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The Third Commandment stat€¥pu must not misuse the name of the Lord your God. The Lord
will not let you go unpunished if you misuse his narn{iexbdus 20:7, NLT)

On account of this, the Masoretes (Jewish scholarsliwed between the"7and 11" centuries
AD) ensured that the Name of the LORD would not be takeain by substituting the vowel
marks for the Hebrew word Adonai (my Lord).

This results in the Jewish reader sayitdpnai in place of the unspeakable YHVH.

Mistakenly, English translators, began to say JehgvakloVaH), which is not found in the
original Hebrew language or Scriptures.

Later English speakers began to say YaHWeH, but this plplsanot correct either as there is
no “w’ sound in the Hebrew language.

The bottom line is that since ancient Hebrew did notansevowel markings, the actual
pronunciation of the sacred Name is simply not knowrarcient Temple times, only the high
priest would utter the Name during the Day of Atonementvatidthe destruction of the Temple
in 70 AD this practice was lost — and so was the prontiooiaf the name.

The Jewish tradition is to not pronounce the sacred Ndral, but (as mentioned above) to
substitute the word Adonai (“my Lord”) in its place. Whaot reading Torah, most observant
Jews refer to the sacred Name simpl{Hashenor “the Name.”

“There he built an altar to the Lord and called thre nameof the Lord.” (Genesis 12:8, NIV)
lll. Application

What | find amazing is that the indescribable, awesomeerat God, which is so highly
regarded by the Jews that they will not even speak ibodt is considered in traditional Jewish
literature to express the mercy and condescension agAtynGod.

Listen to an ancient Jewish scholar's commentse“fbly One, Blessed be He, said to those,
‘You want to know my name? | am called according to otjoas. When | judge the creatures |
am Elohim, and when | have mercy with My world, | aamed YHWH.” (Exodus Rabbah

3:6).

Elohim is the Name given for God as the Creator olithieerse (Gen 1:1-2) and implies
strength, power, and justice. YHVH, on the other harpresses the idea of God's closeness to
humans. For example, YHVHbreathed into his [Adam's] nostrils the breath of lifgGenesis
2:7).

It is this God who is who He is, needing nothing, yet ceocéelrding to you and me to reveal
Himself so that we might in some way “know” Him.

Should we not surrender our lives to the One who is?
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