What is His Name?

El Elyon — The Most High God
Colossians 1:15-20

(Grace — July 11, 2010)

l. Introduction

“For you, O Lord, are the Most High over all the earth; you are exbfte above all gods.”
(Psalm 97:9, NIV)

Last week, we looked at God as El Elyon, God Most High.

Richard L. Strauss wroté should not be any problem for us to admit that God is the highest and greatest
being there is. If He is the eternal, self-existent, self-sufficient, unchanging Spirit, all-powerful, all-knowing, and
everywhere, it is obvious that He stands alone, above all. No one can equal Him. If anyone existed before Him or is
more powerful than He is or knows more than He knows, if He needs anyone else to complete Him, then that one
would be God rather than the One we know as God. But that idea is ridiculous. There is only one true and living God,
and in order for Him to be God He must be the highest and greatest. The very name by which he revealed Himself to
Nebuchadnezzar shows that He is. He called Himself the Most High God, that is, the exalted One, lifted far above all
gods and men.”

It is in knowing God as the Most High God, El Elyoratttve acknowledge His strength,
supremacy, and sovereignty over our own lives and the affairsuoidnity.

“For the Lord Most High is awesome. He is the great King oftalearth.” (Psalm 47:2, NLT)

Because God is the Most High over all creation;'téeises everything to work together for the
good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for t{iRomians 8:28,
NLT)

Sometimes this works in more humorous ways as relat&ight Nelson in a (supposedly)
true story about the pastor of his church.

He had a kitten that climbed up a tree in his backyard and then was afraid to come down. The pastor coaxed, offered
warm milk, etc. The kitty would not come down. The tree was not sturdy enough to climb, so the pastor decided that if
he tied a rope to his car and drove away so that the tree bent down, he could then reach up and get the kitten.

He did! All the while, checking his progress in the car frequently, he figured if he went just a little bit further, the tree
would be bent sufficiently for him to reach the kitten. But as he moved a little further forward, the rope broke. The tree
went "boing!" and the kitten instantly sailed through the air-out of sight.

The pastor felt terrible. He walked all over the neighborhood asking people if they'd seen a little kitten. No. Nobody
had seen a stray kitten. So he prayed, "Lord, | just commit this kitten to your keeping," and went on about his
business.

A few days later he was at the grocery store, and met one of his church members. He happened to look into her

shopping cart and was amazed to see cat food. Now this woman was a cat hater and everyone knew it, so he asked
her, "Why are you buying cat food when you hate cats so much?" She replied, "You won't believe this," and told him
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how her little girl had been begging her for a cat, but she kept refusing. Then a few days before, the child had begged
again, so the Mom finally told her little girl, "Well if God gives you a cat, I'l let you keep it."

She told the pastor, "I watched my child go out in the yard, get on her knees, and ask God for a cat. And really,
Pastor, you won't believe this, but | saw it with my own eyes. A kitten suddenly came flying out of the blue sky, with
its paws outspread, and landed right in front of her!"

On a more serious note: if we surrender all of our pgeagedy and circumstances to Him, He
will use them to refine us, heal us, and make us morg@dikas for His glory.

To hear a bit more about that, you can go back and listExst week’s message on our web site.
. El Elyon — God Most High

Over the next few weeks, | would like to consider wibtlu yhat it means to you and me that
God is El Elyon, the Most High God.

Because God is the Most High God, He rules over:

All the inhabitants of heaven and earth
Our past, our present, and our future
The rise and fall of nations

Life and death

Blessing and disaster

moowz»

Let’s begin to look at these in a bit more detail.

A. God rules over all the inhabitantshafaven andearth.

“He [Jesus]is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creatiéhior by him all
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invistégher thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him andhim. 17 He is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head bbthg the church; he is
the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything héavghhe
supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell j2@iamd through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in Imle&yemaking peace
through his blood, shed on the croséColossians 1:15-20, NIV)

1. God rules over and is far aboak the heavenly beings, includirggtan.

The devil is not sovereign. He cannot be everywheoa@ like our El Elyon. Although he is a
powerful heavenly being, he is limited to God’s permissivé wi

His only access to our lives comes either when wetéidkd’s principles and give the enemy
power over us, or when God specifically allows testimg our lives for His purposes and glory.
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That we can give the devil authority in our lives is melgar in the following passage:.do
not give the devil a foothold(Ephesians 4:27, NIV)

| do not know how many of you have been rock climbing theitneed for a foothold is critical.
You cannot reach the top of the cliff without one.

When you are in Christ, the devil is hanging by his fingésnbut always looking for that
foothold.

We give him that foothold whenever we believe his liesems of the truth and when we sin.
[explain]

If you are ever tempted to think that God and the devilvapesjual forces fighting for
supremacy, just remember how God is going to deal witim sathe end.

“Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven with the key to the batsopiti@nd a heavy
chain in his hand. 2 He seized the dragon—that old serpent, who is theSdg¢an—and bound
him in chains for a thousand years. 3 The angel threw him into the botsaoitles’ (Revelation
20:1-3, NLT)

Who binds the devil and throws him into the bottomless pi2unnamed angel. God does not
even bother to do it Himself.

There are times when for His own purpose and glory God:sithe devil to test us.

The story of Job clearly portrays this as do the wordkesdis to Peter in Luke 22:31-32:
“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift each of you like wheat. 3h&& pleaded in prayer
for you, Simon, that your faith should not fail. So when you have repented aed tarme
again, strengthen your brothers(NLT)

Just remember, sometimes we bring this upon ourselvesefigedthe lies or we are engaged in
sin) and at other times we are“tapatiently endure troubles and hardships and calamities of
every kind.”(2 Corinthians 6:4, NLT)

Whatever we are facing we need to continually remind tugséhat’...by him all things were
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whetharatior powers or
rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. &74gbefore all things, and
in him all things hold together.{Colossians 1:16-17)

2. God rules over and is the head ofc¢harch.

“And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and tberiirétom among
the dead, so that in everything he might have the suprem@@gléssians 1:18)

| have found that it is easy to be critical of the churénd in all honesty the church has done a
pretty horrible job of representing who Christ is towwld. We fight with each other over
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ridiculous things and we often do not clearly refleet¢dbmmand of God to love our neighbor as
we love ourselves.

As a result, many have given up on the church. Othaysstill come, but only out of
obligation, not really understanding the mystery of wieare, and how God has chosen to
reveal Himself to the world through us, the church.

In our efforts to make the church better, we as lea@ais lots of books, go to seminars, try new
programs, implement the next new idea.

While the effort and desire to do church better shouldopé&aded, | am convinced that what we
need more than anything is to make sure we are properdchat” to the head — to the person
of Jesus Christ!

Jesus prayedthat they (those who believelill all be one, just as you and | are one—as you
are in me, Father, and | am in yofind may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent
me.” (John 17:21, NLT)

It is as we surrender to Jesus Christ, who is the Heteeathurch and EIl Elyon of the universe,
that we will experience a greater levelfaditfulness for His glory in and through the church.

| recently read a book that said that if we did nokendrastic changes, the church would not
survive one more generation.

While | do not deny our need to make some changes, a statiteehat appears to deny that
God is the Head of His body, the church.

Whatever changes we do make need to come from the Hélael lnddy, since we will only
know these things as we “remain in Him” who is El Ely@od Most High, over all things,
including the church.

Archbishop William Temple wrote in 1930: While we deliberate, God reigns; when we decide wisely, God reigns;
when we decide foolishly, God reigns; when we serve God in humble loyalty, God reigns; when we serve God self-
assertively, God reigns; when we rebel and seek to withhold our service, God reigns -- the Alpha and the Omega,
which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. (Archbishop William Temple. Quoted in
"Context,"” February 1, 1992)

“God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head btangst for
the benefit of the church. 23 And the church is his body; it is nuidldgatl complete by Christ,
who fills all things everywhere with himsel{Ephesians 1:22-23, NLT)

“God's purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdotsirich variety to all
the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly plagégphesians 3:10, NLT)

Now this is the kind of church | want to be a part of!
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[l. Conclusion

We will continue to look at what it means for God to b&kon when | return from my
backpacking trip, but let me conclude today with this finglspge of Scripture.

“And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your yardr El Elyon) you must continue to
follow him. 7 Let your roots grow down into him, and let your liveBbk on him. Then your

faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will oesrflvith thankfulness. 8
Don't let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense ¢éhat com
from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather fitean Christ. 9 For

in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. 10 So yowedstomplete through your
union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and author{f@dlossians 2:6-10, NLT)
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